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Faculty

Corporate law as theater
‘Mysterious’ social structure of the corporation
brought to light in new book

I

t is not unusual for a law professor to write a book about corporate law, but it is unusual that such a book would be so well received by social scientists and legal scholars alike.
This is the case with Between Citizen and State: An Introduction to the Corporation
(Paradigm Publishers, 2007) by David A.Westbrook, the Floyd H. and Hilda L. Hurst
Faculty Scholar and Professor of Law at UB Law. The book is now available in paperback.
Westbrook’s work is a departure from traditional corporate law books, which typically
use statutes, cases and other texts to present the law as an object, if sometimes a tool of
“policy.”Westbrook instead focuses on how corporation law presumes and creates a very
familiar, yet somewhat mysterious, social structure.
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BETWEEN CITIZEN AND STATE
An Introduction to the Corporation
David A. Westbrook

at the SEC

“The original virtual person, centuries old, the corporation is nonetheless the quintessential
postmodern actor. Westbrook’s charming, yes charming, introduction to the corporation
offers everything you ever wanted to know about this legal fiction in concise, readable,
yet erudite prose. A compelling read for citizens and entrepreneurs as well as scholars
and students.”
—SUSAN SILBEY, MIT

“In this brilliant and original book David Westbrook makes visible the diverse logics that
organize actors even in settings such as the corporation where we might assume one single
such logic. We can recognize this in a play. But the language of the law tends to flatten its
own subject. In this author’s hands, corporate law reveals its logical complexity.”
—SASKIA SASSEN, Columbia University and author of Territory, Authority, Rights
“The profound mind at work in these pages tests thin convention with thick critique, analysis
so bracing that one wonders whether we can handle, as a practical matter, the complex
cross-currents it untangles.”
—LAWRENCE A. CUNNINGHAM, George Washington University
“Between Citizen and State is a wonderfully written book that provides fresh insights into
the law of corporations. While the text is anchored in the U.S. legal tradition, it offers
valuable lessons for law students and scholars in company law in the UK, the European
Union, and other parts of the world.”
—ROSA M. LASTRA, University of London

Between Citizen and State

“A lyrical description. Westbrook’s book sets forth in a clear and easily digested manner
the fundamental concerns that animate the dynamics of corporate law. His text will be a
boon to law students and others interested in how the law enables and constrains corporations
to act in the world.”
—BRANDON BECKER, WilmerHale and former Director of the Division of Market Regulation
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Hilda L. Hurst Faculty Scholar, SUNY–Buffalo, and author of City of
Gold: An Apology for Global Capitalism in a Time of Discontent
(Routledge 2003).
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ration, and people’s often deeply felt understanding or imagining of their own
lives in a society in which corporations
play such vital roles. Corporate law – and
law in general – is a “pathway through
which the social becomes personal,”according to Westbrook.
From this perspective, the corporation
is neither the villain depicted by the politi-

corporation in general — as opposed to
some particular corporation — is a set of
embedded, and often conflicting, cultural
commitments that span our society,”he
says.“The purpose of this book is not to
preach my political view on particular issues. Instead, I am trying to present the
ideas surrounding the corporation, at least
as taught to lawyers, maybe with a wry
smile. I want to let people decide for themselves how they feel about how the social
commitments reflected in our laws are
likely to work out, which is not unconnected to how they feel about what is, after all,
their own society.”

A

cal left nor the hero depicted by the political right. Westbrook is careful not to inject
ideology or policy into this introductory
account of the corporation.
“Unless one is a revolutionary or simply
a yes-man, it’s a bit foolish to cheerlead for
one side or the other of a social institution
in the abstract,”he says.“What we’re really
talking about with the institution of the

lthough the book is intended
primarily for law students as a
coherent account of corporation law, a “forest for the trees”
overview,Westbrook says anyone with an
interest in the corporation would benefit
from the book’s approach.“Corporation
law is not nearly as difficult as lawyers like to
think it is,”he says.
“Sociologists and others outside of the
legal profession often have an abstract image of ‘the corporation,’ but are unsure
about how it works, and have no idea how
their academic conception hooks up with
people’s actual lives,”he adds.
“But there is no need to be so abstract.
Corporation law tells stories, or presents
plays, that people actually live through in
their economic lives. What Between tries
to do is make those characters and their
plots accessible. If you understand the
plays, then you understand some important things about how our society gets constructed, which after all is what the social
sciences are all about.”

‘‘

“Corporation law tells stories,or
presents plays,that people actually
live through in their economic
lives. What ‘Between’tries to do is
make those characters and their
plots accessible.”

’’

— Professor David A.Westbrook
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